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H J Hopkins Postgraduate 
Scholarship in Civil Engineering 
 

 
 
 

Waeture | Regulations 

Whakamāramatanga | Key Information 
 
Rā whakamutunga  
Closing date 

15 October  

Whaipainga | Value $5000 per annum plus tuition fees at the domestic rate, provided 
those fees are not being paid by another scholarship or award  

Wā roanga | Tenure Up to 18 months for an ME or up to three years for a PhD  

Rahinga ia tau | Number 
available annually 

One 

Herenga tika | Applicable 
enrolment/programme[s]  
during tenure 

ME or PhD in the Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering 

Herenga motuhake  
Special requirement[s] 

None  

 

1. Aronga | Purpose  
This scholarship supports Postgraduate Research in the ME and PhD in the Department of 
Civil and Environmental Engineering at Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha | University of 
Canterbury. The aims of the scholarship are to provide financial assistance for candidates 
undertaking full-time postgraduate study; and promote high quality research in Civil 
Engineering at the Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha | University of Canterbury; and recognise 
the contributions of Professor Harry Hopkins to the Department of Civil Engineering, the 
profession of civil engineering and the community.  

2. Paearu māraurau | Eligibility criteria  
2.1 Full-time enrolment in an ME or PhD in the Department of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering.  

3. Tukanga tononga | Application process  
3.1 Applications must be made online at the Scholarships website1 by 11.59pm on 15 

October. 
3.2 During or following the successful completion of the ME or PhD degree an H J Hopkins 

Scholar may apply to the Selection Committee for funds to contribute towards the cost of 
travel. Such travel must be for the purpose of study or work in the field of civil 
engineering. A brief report may be required on the work or study undertaken. The travel 
grant may be for an amount up to $5000.  
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4. Tukanga kōwhiringa | Selection process  
4.1 One scholarship is available annually, subject to there being sufficient funds available in 

the trust fund, such availability being determined by the Hopkins Lecture Committee.  
4.2 The scholarship is awarded by Te Kaunihera | University Council on the recommendation 

of a selection committee comprising: 
a. the Tumu Whakarae | Vice-Chancellor (or nominee); 
b. the Dean of Engineering (or nominee);  
c. the Head of the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering; and  
d. a representative of the Hopkins family.  

5. Paearu kōwhiringa | Selection criteria 
5.1 In making the recommendation, the selection committee gives equal consideration to: 

a. Academic achievement; and 
b. The potential of the applicant to make a contribution to the field of civil engineering. Each 

application must therefore contain a statement in which the applicant indicates what they hope 
to contribute to the field of civil engineering in their future career.  

5.2 If, in any year, there is no candidate of sufficient merit, no scholarship is offered. 

6. Mahere utu | Value and payment schedule  
6.1 The scholarship provides financial assistance at a value of $5000 per annum plus tuition fees at the 

New Zealand domestic rate, provided those fees are not being paid by another scholarship or 
award.   

6.2 The scholarship is paid by direct credit to the recipient’s nominated Aotearoa New Zealand bank 
account in a single instalment and fees are credited to a recipient’s fees account if applicable.  

6.3 Payments begin as soon as possible on confirmation of the recipient’s enrolment in an ME or PhD.  

7. Paearu here | Tenability and retention criteria  
7.1 The scholarship must be taken up in the year following the year of application. 

7.2 The scholarship is tenable for full-time enrolment in an ME or PhD in the Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering.  

7.3 The scholarship is tenable for up to 18 months (for ME) or up to 3 years (for PhD).  
7.4 The scholarship is co-tenable with any other award unless the conditions of the other award 

preclude this. The scholarship may be tenable with a UC Master’s or Doctoral scholarship. 
Candidates will be required to list other awards held or applied for in their application.   

7.5 The general conditions for the scholarship are as for the University of Canterbury Doctoral 
Scholarship.  

7.5 The scholarship may be withdrawn, and any paid funds may be recovered if, during tenure, the 
recipient does not: 
a. maintain an enrolment that meets the conditions specified in clause 7.2; and 
b. adhere to the University’s statutes, regulations, policies, and rules. 

7.6 At the conclusion of their tenure, the scholar shall be required to submit a one page report to the 
Head of Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering outlining how the scholarship has 
helped or will help the scholar’s work.  

8. Whakamahuki | Background information  
The scholarship was established in 2002 with funds from the Hopkins Lecture Trust Fund. The 
scholarship is set up in memory of Professor H J Hopkins who was Head of the Department of Civil 
Engineering of the University of Canterbury from 1951 to 1978.  
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Rā whakaae | Approval date:  July 2025 
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Tohutoro | Reference: 93033:XXXX:0:0:2 
 
 
Pitopito kōrero | Notes 

 
1 www.canterbury.ac.nz/scholarships/ 

http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/scholarships/
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