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Classification: Public 

 

Empowerment Through Adversity 
Scholarship 

 
 
 

Waeture | Regulations 
Whakamāramatanga | Key Information  

Rā whakamutunga  
Closing date 

7 August1 

Whaipainga | Value • Tuition fees for up to 135 points of enrolment per annum.2 
• $5,000 per annum each year for up to three years. 
• Opportunity to participate in the Te Kakau a Māui 

Programme, a bespoke mentoring and development 
programme, and curated opportunities to contribute to UC’s 
Wellbeing programme throughout a recipient’s degree3. 

Wā roanga | Tenure Duration of an undergraduate degree programme.  

Rahinga ia tau | Number 
available annually 

Determined annually 

Herenga tika | Applicable 
enrolment/programmes  
during tenure 

Full- or part-time enrolment in a programme for a three-year or 
four-year undergraduate bachelor’s degree. 

Herenga motuhake  
Special requirements 

Applicants must be citizens of Aotearoa New Zealand or holders 
of Aotearoa New Zealand residence class visas.   

 

1. Aronga | Purpose  
This scholarship recognises and supports students who have faced significant barriers or 
personal challenges4 to entering tertiary education.   

2. Paearu māraurau | Eligibility criteria  
2.1 Applicants must be citizens of Aotearoa New Zealand or holders of Aotearoa New 

Zealand residence class visas. 
2.2 Applicants must be beginning the undergraduate bachelor’s degree for which they will 

receive the scholarship in the year following the year of application. 

3. Tukanga tononga | Application process  
Applications must be made online at the Scholarships website5 by 11:59 pm (NZT) on 7 
August.1 

4. Tukanga kōwhiringa | Selection process  
4.1 The scholarship is awarded by Te Kaunihera | University Council on the recommendation 

of a selection committee comprising: 
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a. the Tumu Whakarae | Vice-Chancellor (or nominee);  
b. the Director of Recruitment (or nominee); and  
c. the Programme Director of Learning Success (or nominee) 
d. Director of Student Wellbeing (or nominee). 

5. Paearu kōwhiringa | Selection criteria 
5.1 In making the recommendations, the selection committee gives consideration to the following: 

a. Personal and/or financial circumstances impacting on the ability to undertake tertiary education; 
b. Personal resilience and fortitude necessary to complete an undergraduate degree, aligned to 

UC’s commitment to grow students who are empowered; and 
c. Potential to benefit from a Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha | University of Canterbury education. 

5.2 If, in any year, there are fewer candidates of sufficient merit than there are scholarships available, 
fewer scholarships are offered.  

6. Mahere utu | Value and payment schedule  
6.1 The scholarship covers tuition fees for courses in an undergraduate degree programme, for up to 

135 points of enrolment per annum during the academic year and the summer school period.1 This 
includes the standard full-time undergraduate course loading of 120 points, but it also allows for, in 
each year of tenure, the taking of one additional course (which must count towards the degree plan) 
or for a single resit. 

6.2 The scholarship also provides financial assistance at a value of $5,000 per annum for up to three 
years of full-time study. For a part-time student the values of the instalments of the stipend 
payments, and the duration of the payment, are proportionate to the student’s study workload.  

6.3 In addition, it provides an opportunity to participate in the Te Kakau a Māui Programme, a bespoke 
mentoring and development programme, and curated opportunities to contribute to UC’s Wellbeing 
programme throughout a recipient’s degree2. 

6.4 The stipend is paid directly to a recipient's nominated New Zealand bank account as soon as 
practicable after: 
a. the final date, in the first semester in each year of enrolment, on which a student may receive a 

full refund for withdrawal from a course;6 and 
b. confirmation of enrolment as specified in clause 7.2. 

6.5 The fees are paid to the recipient’s University fees account in all the years that fees are payable by 
the recipient for the qualifying degree programme. If, in any year, a recipient is entitled to Fees Free, 
to receive a refund on their fees or to receive an additional scholarship that pays tuition fees, that 
entitlement takes precedence in payment of a recipient’s tuition fees. 

7. Paearu here | Tenability and retention criteria  
7.1 The scholarship must be taken up in Semester One of the year following the year of application7. 
7.2 The scholarship is tenable during a recipient’s full- or part-time enrolment at the University in a 

programme for an undergraduate bachelor’s degree. 
7.3 The scholarship is tenable for the duration of an undergraduate degree programme8. 
7.4 The scholarship is not co-tenable with the following scholarships: 

a. Go Waitaha Canterbury Scholarship 
b. Outstanding Impact Scholarship 
c. Te Kakau a Māui Scholarship 
d. UC Haupatu Sport Scholarship 
e. UC Kaitoko Māori Scholarship 
f. UC Kaitoko Pacific Scholarship 
g. UC Lagi Scholarship 
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h. UC Tūāpapa Māori Scholarship 
It is co-tenable with any other award unless the conditions of the other award preclude this.  

7.5 The scholarship may be withdrawn, and any paid funds may be recovered if, during tenure, the 
recipient does not: 
a. maintain an enrolment that meets the conditions specified in clause 7.2;  
b. maintain satisfactory academic engagement9 and progress;10 and 
c. adhere to the University’s statutes, regulations, policies, and rules. 

8. Whakamahuki | Background information  
Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha | University of Canterbury established the scholarship in 2024 to 
recognise students’ lived experience and resilience and provide ongoing support for their personal 
development and involvement in wellbeing initiatives. 

 
 
Rā whakaae | Approval date: March 2026 
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Award Owner: Director of Recruitment 
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Pitopito kōrero | Notes 

 
1 If this date falls on a Friday or Saturday, the closing day will change as follows:  

a. If it is a Friday, the closing date will shift to Thursday, 6th August  

b. If it is a Saturday, the closing date will shift to Sunday, 8th August  

The exact closing date will be advertised on the Scholarship website (https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/study/getting-
started/scholarships) and the application forms.   
2 The scholarship does not cover other costs, such as the Student Services Levy.  
3 Bespoke support includes peer mentorship and coaching, aligning with UC’s commitment to a supportive inclusive campus 
culture. Contributing to UC’s Wellbeing programme is voluntary and not a requirement of acceptance. 
4 Applicants who have achieved despite significant barriers or personal challenges may include disabled people, or those with 
chronic health conditions, ongoing mental health challenges or neurodiversity, second chance learners and others who have shown 
resilience managing their personal circumstances. 
5 https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/study/getting-started/scholarships  
6 For the final dates on which students may receive a full refund for withdrawal from a course see 
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/study/study-support-info/dates-and-timetables/enrolment-dates/change-of-enrolment-dates.     
7 Uptake of the scholarship cannot be deferred unless there are exceptional extenuating circumstances, such as compelling 
medical reasons or adverse personal circumstances beyond a student’s control. Those seeking exception would need to contact 
scholarships@canterbury.ac.nz.   
8 Recipients must be enrolled continuously in an eligible programme of study with suspensions of studies not typically approved, 
unless there are exceptional extenuating circumstances, such as compelling medical reasons or adverse personal circumstances 
beyond a student’s control. Those seeking exception would need to contact scholarships@canterbury.ac.nz.   
9 For the University’s definition of satisfactory academic engagement with regard to scholarships, see 
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/study/getting-started/scholarships/glossary-of-terms.   
10 For the purposes of this scholarship, satisfactory academic progress is defined as achieving a passing grade for at least 75% of 
courses attempted per academic year in a programme for an undergraduate degree. 
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