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 Ashley Rakahuri PhD Scholarship 
 

 
 

Waeture | Regulations 
Whakamāramatanga | Key Information  
 

Rā whakamutunga  
Closing date 

15 October 

Whaipainga | Value The scholarship provides financial assistance of up to $45,553 per 
120 points of enrolment.1 

Wā roanga | Tenure Up to 360 points of enrolment. 

Rahinga ia tau | Number 
available 

One 

Herenga tika | Applicable 
enrolment/programmes  
during tenure 

Full-time enrolment in PhD programmes at Te Whare Wānanga o 
Waitaha | University of Canterbury associated with the School of 
Biological Sciences. 

Herenga motuhake  
Special requirement[s] 

The recipient must be undertaking doctoral research in 
association with the School of Biological Sciences on braided 
river bird conservation. 

 

1. Aronga | Purpose  
The scholarship supports braided river bird conservation research by supporting a student to 
undertake a research doctoral degree in the School of Biological Sciences at Te Whare 
Wānanga o Waitaha | University of Canterbury.   

2. Paearu māraurau | Eligibility criteria  
2.1 Candidates must be eligible for admission to a doctoral programme at Te Whare 

Wānanga o Waitaha | University of Canterbury. 
2.2 Candidates must not already hold a research doctoral degree. 

3. Tukanga tononga | Application process  
3.1 Expressions of interest should be sent to sara.kross@canterbury.ac.nz by 11:59 pm 

(NZT) on 15 October. 

4. Tukanga kōwhiringa | Selection process  
4.1 One scholarship is available. 
4.2 The scholarship is awarded by Te Kaunihera | University Council on the recommendation 

of a selection committee comprising: 
a. the Head of the School of Biological Sciences (or nominee); and 
b. an academic specialising in bird conservation selected by the Executive Dean of 

Science. 
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5. Paearu kōwhiringa | Selection criteria 
5.1 In making the recommendation, the selection committee considers: 

a. academic achievement; 
b. research capability and interests; 
c. previous experience and publications; and 
d. strategic objectives of the School of Biological Sciences. 
The Selection Committee will shortlist the candidates for interview based on the above criteria. The 
scholarship recommendation is determined by the Selection Committee, following interviews 
conducted by the committee. 

5.2 If there is no candidate of sufficient merit, no scholarship is offered.  

6. Mahere utu | Value and payment schedule  
6.1 The scholarship provides financial assistance at a value of up to $45,553 per 120 points of 

enrolment. The scholarship covers tuition fees up to $9,737; the Student Services Levy up to 
$1,166; a stipend of $32,650, and a field costs allowance of $2,000 per annum. 

6.2 The scholarship stipend is paid by direct credit to the recipient’s nominated New Zealand bank 
account, in monthly instalments. Fees payments are made directly to a recipient’s fees account. 

6.3 The first stipend payment is made as soon as practicable after the recipient has accepted a 
scholarship offer, completed enrolment in the applicable doctoral programme, and begun study in 
the thesis component of such a programme. 

7. Paearu here | Tenability and retention criteria  
7.1 The scholarship must be taken up within six months of the date of the offer of the scholarship 
7.2 The scholarship is tenable by a student enrolled full-time in a PhD programme conducting braided 

river bird conservation research at Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha | University of Canterbury 
associated with the School of Biological Sciences.  

7.3 The scholarship is tenable for the period necessary to complete up to 360 points of enrolment. 
7.4 The scholarship is not co-tenable with any other stipendiary doctoral scholarship. 
7.5 Recipients must inform the University’s Scholarships Office immediately if they suspend, complete, 

or otherwise cease their enrolment in an applicable doctoral programme. 
7.6 If a recipient suspends enrolment in the applicable doctoral programme, the scholarship and 

associated payments are also suspended. Scholarship payments normally resume automatically 
upon re-enrolment. In cases of suspensions of greater than six months, including extensions of the 
suspension period, reinstatement requires the approval of the Head of the School of Biological 
Sciences. If the recipient does not resume the programme of research within one month of the end 
of the approved suspension period, the scholarship is terminated. 

7.7 Following thesis submission, tenure of the scholarship and associated payments cease.  
7.5 The scholarship may be withdrawn, and any paid funds may be recovered if, during tenure, the 

recipient does not: 
a. maintain an enrolment that meets the conditions specified in clause 7.2;  
b. maintain satisfactory academic engagement and progress;2 and 
c. adhere to the University’s statutes, regulations, policies, and rules. 

8. Whakamahuki | Background information  
Braided rivers in New Zealand are breeding sites for a range of endemic birds, some of which are 
declining. The Ashley River/Rakahuri is a smaller braided river which has several rare or declining 
species (including black fronted tern and wrybill). It is close to Christchurch and has a community group 
Ashley Rakahuri Rivercare Group (ARRG) which has been carrying out pest control and nest 



 

monitoring since 2004. However, while the trapping effort has increased, bird nest success on the 
Ashley has declined. 
The overall aim for the research is to determine the most successful interventions for the conservation 
of braided river birds in the Ashley River/Rakahuri. 
 
The scholarship is funded through the generosity of committed conservationists, Kate Whyte and Bruce 
McCallum. 

 
Rā whakaae | Approval date: September 2025 
Tuhinga i mua | Previous versions: N/A 
Tohutoro | Reference: TBC 
 
 
Pitopito kōrero | Notes 

 
1 The scholarship covers tuition fees up to $9,737; the student services levy up to $1,166; a stipend up to $32,650, and a field costs 
allowance of $2,000.  
2 Academic progress is detailed in the Regulations for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
(https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations/academic-regulations/phd-36/). For the University’s definitions of satisfactory academic 
engagement with regard to scholarships, see https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/study/getting-started/scholarships/glossary-of-terms.  

https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations/academic-regulations/phd-36/
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